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INTRODUCTION 


‘Salticidae’ or ‘Jumping spiders’ are one of the common predators of insects in different habitats. 
Among the pioneer workers on this group of spiders Pocock (1900) and Narayan (1915) made 
excellent contribution from the Indian sub-continent. Afterwards, Bradoo (1980), Tikadar (1966, 
°67, ’73a, b, ’74a, b, °75, ’76, °77a, b) and Tikadar and Biswas (1981) made a series of contribution 
on the salticids of India. Recently, Proszynski (1992) and Biswas and Biswas (1992) made a valuable 
contribution on Salticidae from India. 

On the contrary, Chowdhury and Pal (1984), Biswas, et al. (1993) and Okuma, et al. (1993) 
recorded a few salticids from Bangladesh. The present paper deals with the genus Plexippus Koch 
represented by two species from Bangladesh. Of these, one P. wesolowskai is recognised as new 
to science and other one, P. paykulli (Audouin) is a new record from the area. The new species 
is described and illustrated. 


1. Plexippus paykulli (Audouin) 
1825. Attus paykulli Audouin, Descr. Egypt., 22 : 172. 
1850. Plexippus paykulli Koch, Meh. Ar. Syst. 5 : 51. 
1989. Plexippus paykulli Chen & Zhang, Fauna of Zhejiang, Araneida, 356p. 


Specimen examined : 29, Harinkhana, Dist. Bagerhat, 18. V. 1991; 49, Shikerpur, Dist. Jhenaidah, 
12. VIII. 1992; 29, 1d, Dist, Kustia 19. VII. 1993; 19, Japhlong, Dist Sylhet, 28. XII. 1993; 29, 
Dist. Rajshahi, 4. III. 1992; 19, Tangail, 19. X. 1993. 39, Manikganj, 12. V. 1993. 


Distribution ; BANGLADESH : Bagerhat, Jhenaidah, Kustia, Manikganj, Sylhet, Rajshahi, 
Tangail ; AMERICA ; AFRICA; BURMA; CHINA; INDIA; JAPAN; SRILANKA; EUROPE. 
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2. Plexippus wesolowskai n. sp. 


(Figs. 1 to 5) 


General : Cephalothorax dark brown; legs tight brown; abdomen brown. Total body length 
6.80mm. Carapace 3.40mm long, 2.50mm wide; abdomen 3.20mm long, 2.20mm wide, Legs as 
in Table-1. 


Cephalothorax : broader, longer than wide, postermedially broad, anteriorly narrowing; dorsum 
decorated with a black band and a posterior longitudinal and transverse white bands. Eyes pearly- 
white; anterior row recurved, ringed with basal band, anteromedians twice larger than anterolaterals; 
2nd row of eyes minute; posterior row straight, placed marginally (Fig. 1), Chelicerae long, cylin- 
drical, inner margin with 2 teeth (Fig. 2). Maxillae anteriorly broad, posteriorly narrowed, scopulate 
(Fig. 3). Labium wide, apple-shaped, scopulate anteriorly (Fig. 3). Sternum elongate, vase-shaped, 
posteriorly produced and pointed (Fig. 4). Legs strong and stout; tibiae and metatarsi of I and II 
with strong spines; leg formula 4312 and the measurements (in mm) in Table-1. Male palp as in 
Fig. 5. 


Table-1 : Measurements (in mm) of different parrs of legs of Plexippus wesolowskai n. sp. 


Leg Femur Patella Tibia Metatarsus Tarsus Total 

I 1.0/1.0 0.3/0.3 0.7/0.7 0.7/0.7 0.4/0.4 3.1//3.1 
II 0.9/0.9 0.3/0.3 0.6/0.6 0.6/0.6 0.4/0.4 2.8/2.8 
HI 1.2/1.2 0.4/0.4 0.8/0.8 0.8/0.8 0.5/0.5 3.7/3.7 
IV 1.3/1.3 0.4/0.4 0.9/0.9 0.9/0.9 0.6/0.6 4.1/4.1 


Abdomen : Elongately oval, pointed posteriorly, medially wide; dorsum with 2 black and | 
longitudinal white band extending from anterior margin upto the posterior extremity. 


Female : Unknown. 

Holotype : Male in spirit, 

Type-locality : BANGLADESH ; Bangerhat, Khulna; date 12. IV. 1992; Coll. V. Biswas. 

This species resembles Plexippus paykulli (Audouin) (Tikader, 1967; Yaginuma, 1986) but can 
be separated by the following characters: 

1. Male palp without tibial apophysis. 

2. Thoracic fovea absent. 

3. Middle row of eyes closer to the anterior row and 

4. Sternum elongate and wide in front. 

SUMMARY 

The jumping spiders of the genus Plexippus Koch in Bangladesh is represented by two species 
P. paykulli (Audouin) and P. wesolowskai n. sp. 

Studies on our collection of spiders, recorded since 1988, has revealed the existence of two 
species. 
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Plate-1 : Figs 1-5, Plexippus wesolowski n. sp. 


Fig. 1: Whole body (dorsal view); Fig. 2: Chelicerae; Fig. 3: Maxillae and Labium; Fig. 4: Sternum; Fig: 
5; Male palp (lateral view) 
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(indicated above) of Plexippus in Bangladesh. Identiy of the species were later confirmed by the 
Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta. 


The types are at present in the collection of the Department of Zoology, Government P. C. 
College, Bagerhat, but will be deposited to the Museum of the Department of Zoology, University 
of Dhaka, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh. 
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